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Major Donald Dial writées’the Editor from Belgium under date of January 
15th, 1945. We quote from Don’s letters It's high time I try to salve my guilty 
conscience by writing you directly to say that I do appreciate your time and effort 
in sending us all the Record and Chronicle. I know it must be sent out regularly, 
but it is mighty irregular by the time it reaches here, The Nov. 30th issue arrived 
Just two or three days igo, while the Christmas present came along well before 
Christmas, I find it a little short to-use ‘on the shoes I wear just now, as they 
reach about halfway'to my knees but it is just right for putting on my bedroom 
Slippers. Tell Bill LoUascio I appreciate it + so also does Norman Smith wha alse 
has received his, From the reports in the Ry &°C. the ETO is just swarming with 
its graduates but I haven*t:seon any of them since the two or three days I had Bill 
Cooper as a roommte, about the first of October, I believe he’s some 100 or 150 
miles from'here, dow on the other side of the Bulge. «I wish you could be over 
here to help us‘run our hospital. You'd be relieved of ons of your greatest worries 
there are no-elevators here. In fact there are no stairs. And as for finding 
people to clean floors dnd shovelsnow off the sidewalks = in some places we don't 
have floors, and we don't have'exactly what. you would call sidewalks, but just at 
present we do have plenty of snow. As you probably know, we’re in tents, which 
are fairly well spread out, and have no windows to shatter, which is a-comfort to 
know, ' Our ward tents each hold thirty patients and three small coal-burning stoves 
in each one keeps them reasonably comfortable, in spite of temperatures as lowas |. 
~12°C (610°F. to you). ©The fact that they are lit (but rather dimly) by electricity 
only, with no daylight’! except whenthe door is opened, must make them a bit pit 
but as we are a transit hospital at present none of the patients stay very long, if 
he can be moved. » The ward tents are all winterized, meaning cément floors, plywood 
walls to about 4 féet high and wooden doors.» So far we haven't~been so fortunate 
in our’ quarters, but are still enjoying the pleasures of summer camping, except for 
the stoves, But miybe th t's the proper way to live as our U. R. I. rate is very 
low. We've been comfortably busy since we opened up Nov. 16th, never badly rushed 
for more*than two or three days at a time. ‘fe had a rather hectic time at first 
&s our pre-fabricated wooden operating room wasn’t ready till two weeks after we 
opened and we operated temporarily in one of the ward tents. As it happened, those - 
to weeks wére thé busiest te'’ve had. I said we were a transit hospital, but at 
times we*ve been almost’ an Evac, as we've hada good many convoys of ‘patients: 
passed directly on to us with nothing more than battalion aid treatment. Those 
were, of course, the less seriously injured, as the thoracic and abdominal ceases an& 
the fractured femurs were practically all taken care of before they reached us. 
We've had a few fresh sérious casualties so tht I"ve had a chance to brush up on 
my general surgery abit «and if I’m not careful I'm apt to find I'm the. thoracic 
surgeon in addition: 0 my other duties, . Id like to tell you more of some of the 
things ‘going on around us’ but the most interesting things aren't permissible. 
According to the latest gossip’ I might be eligible to go home in about 17 more 
months = Ill drop in’then and tell you more. Im on the night shift now, with no 
work to do, but coffee has just been announced, so I leave you = with best regards — 
to all my friends at 321, 


=~20 
Dear Don: 

It was very nice to hear from you and for you to take so much time to 
write us at such length for you must be very busy, ‘Ye are glad to know that you 
received the shoehorn even though it is not adaptable to the present boots which 
you are wearing. A great deal of ingenious thought went into the making of this 
shoehorn. As you will read later on, Florence ‘linter has found it very practical 
for the purpose of stirring her coffee. ‘te note that you have coffee and sincerely 
hope that you also have sugar to stir. It has also been suggested that it might 
be used &@s a tongue depressor. This might help you if you get into Nose and Throat 
work, and you might also find it useful as a retractor. laybe some of our other 
readers can suggest its use for other purposes. "’e wish you the best of luck and _ 
hope to see you long bef ore those 17 months you mention. pie 


Most sincerelys 
‘The Editor 


Miss Logothetion reports that someone called up the other ‘day and asked .« 
to speak to-an employee who works»in the;polo ward. Since Dick Freyberg, Director...’ 
of liedicine, .is considering ‘doing some research \work requiring horses, the call 
was referred to him, ser gpl Pisa wanted to speak ito the stable boy. . 

de all enjoyed a ris itt fran. Tinsi. ‘Helen Hickey, f ormer dietitian, » ins 
visited us, on January RGD. Seen her home in ernath errors, . r 


Ke Ge ensign nis Been acidged with aeuteed from his. bevy of aininite; 
overseas’ physical therapy technicians, Lt.:Florence Ke Winter writes, "Through. 
the process of elimination, I'am now head physical therapist of the 37th. »I.am 
extraordinarily busy at the-moment (we appear to have more patients coming. into 
the clinic than ever before). and have naturally far more responsibility. Our. 
group goes toa British hospital: for the next meeting. The program sounds interest=- 
ing and I expect the tea will be very goods There I shall see Dunlop and Hardy. 
We are very close to them but rarely'see them. The dark evenings. combined with 
the rainy weather has sombthing to do vith getting together easily. Our quarters. 
are a good distance from the hospital and the mess, so there is a:igood deal of 
walking to be done. ‘’e live in apartments now - no more tents for the presents 
There are two of us in my room, one in one room and three dietitians ‘in another. 

“e have a small ‘staff Living .room vith no light and our stove dogsn't work so» 
conseuently we gather within the kitchen.where we light-as big a fire as we cane |!» 
Somebody puts:on a huge pan of water (usually for a beth as we only have cold wa= 
ter); ‘others are writing, reading, or turning up hair,’sewing on name tapes, 
badges, etc. Now and then there is a beer ration and much gaietys, All. of us used 
to go out much*more often but rushing out madly with no, particular, purpose, in 

mind becomes ‘less inviting so ve settle down more and more. I received the very, 
grand and useful shoehorn.from’R.'& Cs and with the shortage, of cutlery, it is ‘ 
going to’be most useful for stirring and (things spoons are used for as well.as its 
intended use, It really was such aonice idea, Please give avenybodyni I .know:my 
best regards and best wishes to all of you for the New Year. 


Lts Frances Dunlop writes, “Already the New pac the year “of aiabenre 
is well on its way, and I am only now acknowledging the. original and pleasing gift» 
from Rw & Ce Please extend my warm greetings to all my old.associates. and tell... 
them I appreciate their gesture of good will. .I also get a nostalgic kick out.of 
our Record & Chronicle. Our hospital has loaned personnel far and wide and must... 
be proud’ of the contribution made by them. At this moment we here are engaging in 
compiling mterial for a survey of our physio work. We are finding out how many 
of our patients have gone back to duty, limited duty, or homeyin other, words, is 


30 
physiotherapy vitally important overseas? (I hear they are needed badly in the 
States). i #1, 


Lt. Verona Hardy writes, “During the past year I failed to mention how 
much the Record & Chronicle has meant to me, It does give me a feeling of belong-~ 
ing to the organization which is very important for us over here, and my Christmas 
present of the shoehorn recently furnished the finishing touches. It is good to 
have that feeling. Still in the same old place? ‘ve are beginning to consider 
registering to vote and getting hold of a piece of land under the Homestead Act 
end settling down. The only excmtement at this moment is a survey being taken of 
physical therapy departments in this theater to determine whether we are needed 
overseas.. This is because of the crying need for physios in the States. Our 
figures to date show that 95% of our patients go back, but I still won't kick if 
I should just happen to get ordered home for six or eight months. If they keep us 
over here much longer, I will have service stripes running from the wrist to the 
elbow. Our weather here is really quite nice but when it is bad it is really out 
of this world. For two days straight, it snowed, rained, and hailed during violent 
thunderstorms. Never saw anything like it myself, 


Dr. Theodore /., Willis, who is practicing in Cleveland, Ohio, and who 
was an orthopaedic resident in 1920, writes, "I enjoy very much the numbers of the 
R. & C. which have arrived at my desk". ‘’e thank Dr. Willis for the following 
nevs item. "I have recently had news about Lt. (j.g.) Jervace Crouse, Naval 
Nursing Corps. She was in your physiotherapy department in the late twenties and 
then came to my office as physiotherapist. She left me when the war broke out, 
vant into the Navy and has been in charge of the physical therapy department in the 
hospital in San Diego. I have just heard that she has been made chief nurse of 
Fleet Hospital 115 and assigned to somewhere in the South Pacific”. 


le thank Capt. John J. Dorsey for his Christmas greeting sent from some- 
where in France. ae 8 q 


Many Christmas greetings were received from llajor Arthur Thibodeau. 
Tibby writes-Mary Rose, Record Librarian, "ie were in Luxembourg and enjoyed it 
but are now on the march again. It has been a hard job but a great satisfaction 
to be able to do surgery up here where it counts". He writes Dr. “ilson, "ve have 
been backing up the lines since landing in France soon efter D Day. It has been a 
grand experience. Best wishes to all at the R. &C." 


Besides the shortege of cigarettes, we are now experiencing a shortage 
of matches and have found it necessary to ration matches on the wards. We wish all 
the smokers vould provide themselves with cigarette lighters. If the match short- 
age gets even more acute, it has been suggested that we might enlist the help of 
Girl Scouts as volunteers to light fires for us Indian fashion. 


Dr. and lirs, Frederick vomSaal announce the birth of Frederick Stephen, 
their second child, and first son, on January 17th. Frederick Stephen weighed - 
ll pounds, 22 grams at birth. The mother and son celebrated their birthdays to- 
gether, Mrs. vomSaal's birthday being also January 17th. 


Capt. & Irs. Charles S. fohl ennounce the birth of Charles Shippen Wohl 
on December 16, 1944, : 


Mr. Young, procurer of personnel, was quite overcome the other day when 
a potwasher gave a week's notice before leaving. 


lhe 


‘Since we have not had a window cleaner, “Nag has observed that it is not 
necessary to draw the blinds in the 0. R. ccNiaein Room any rsa as no one will 
be able to see. in from across. the vay. 


Dr, ‘fils on has received a letter from Lt. Col. Bob ce Dl decked 

December 18th. ‘We quote, "Ye are at present in barracks having spent four months 

in the tents. in Nontendix in the mud and rain and trying to carry on with our work. 
It's fun to have a few days off and kinda get warm again and dry out. Of course, 
then we shall move up.and get on the go again. I miss. you all.and the association 
at the hospital and thought each year at this time that the next Christmas would be 
at home and I hope.again after three that it will, be true next year. So until shade 
carry on and ma y all the blessings of the New Year be on you and yours”, ' 


We are very proud to report that word has been received that Norman 
Higinbotham was promoted to a Colonel on January 3, 1945. ‘Ye all extend our 3 
heartiest congratulations to, vou,Higgie. Another superintendent of a large hospital 
having a bed capacity of over 625, with a naturally much larger attending staff, 
and, therefore, a larger number of men in the service than we, was crowing in his 
weekly news letter that they had three full colonels from their staff and that he 
doubted if any other hospital. could equal,that record. ‘Yell it looks to us with a 
presvar attending: staff of 70 as though a record of two colonels, Higiibabhen and 
Coley, is not such a bad record for a hospital of 250 beds. 


Uncle Carl Burdick has received a:letter from Hicaie ohumana Swift, 
Texas.. He writes, "hen I say I am busy) I am not fooling. I have 1200 patients 
on my surgical service alone and December hit a record census of 1600. To.give you 
some idea of our status, I have 17 officers on the surgical service to handle the 
work. Recently, we received 550 German battle casualties in three days and now we 
have word that we have 700 of our casualties en route direct from overseas. For- 
tunately, my chiefs of sections are all well qualified men and for the most part. 
American Board Diplomates", 


| Willard Squires has received a letter from 5. R. Jackson, D.D.S. who 

worked in the Arthritis Clinic under the late Pop Snyder. Capt. Jackson writes, 

"So my letter to you rates publicity - good - in that case, here is another. How 
about trying the Associated Press with this one. ‘“Jell, no more pup tents... Je have 
graduated into a full-fledged up and running hospital completely under canvas. It's 
really quite a tent city. “’e have even risen above the mud - not very far above, 
‘cause on rainy days, which are daily, the mud slowly creeps through the welks that 
have been laid throughout the hospital. The only object in shining one's shoes is 
to raise morale. After three steps, the shine is well covered by the mud of France, 
As for me I do dentistry and plenty of it. Nevertheless I guess my age is.telling 
on me as I just can’t get too enthusiastic as I once could over a cyst or a broken 
jawe No one knows anything about Urtron except me, so why don't you advertise?" 


A change of address has been received for Lt. Comdr. David Horwich. As 
the censor does not permit us. to give addresses, the best we can make out of it.for 
you is that he is ‘evidently connected with a military government hospital of the 
amphibious corps of the Navy. 


Miss Kathleen Mulhall, Head Nurse on ‘lard 8, has enlisted in the Nursing 
Corps of the U. S. Army and will report for duty as a First Lieutenant very shortly. 
Miss Mulhall will be greatly missed by all, but our loss is the Army's gain. 


The operating deficit of the hospital, expenses in excess of income, 
jumped by $40,000. at the close of 1944 over the previous year 1943, The deficit 
for 1943 was $168,952.32, for 1944 $208,104.76. lost of this increase has been due 
to salary adjustments. 


- See 


Mrs. Fred Gardiner of our Accounting Department received word about two 
weeks ago that her husband, First Lieutenant Fred Gardiner was missing in action. 
He was with a Field Artillery Battalion in the action around St. Vith during the 
German bulge. 


Ye have had plenty of snow recently with subsequent thaws, and although 
we do not want to appear to rival the mud of France, we can report that the first 
floor of the hospital became so dirt covered that people were observed wiping their 
feet on the doormat as they left the hospital. 


Grateful Patients 


One of our former patients vrites from California. "Enclosed you vill 
find 45,00, Just a little donation to your wonderful hospital for a great deed 
done to me several years ago. Hoping you can continue your fine work and help 
other helpless children. I no longer live in New York but will remember as long as 
I live your mking it possible for me to be @ normal child". (signed) Elaine. 


"In 1917, the Hospital for Special Surgery operated on my son for which 
I have never fully compensated the hospital. I wish to offer my donation in the 
amount of $200. for which enclosed please find check. I have never forgotten the 
kindness shovm me even after this length of time."" (Note: Patient was admitted at 
reduced rates. He was a 6% year old boy with double bowlegs.) 


These letters cause us to reflect on whether or not an institution can 
have a personality. ‘fe think it can. If soy the above letters and subsequent 
story go to prove that our hospital has a pleasing personality. One of our Tudor 
City neighbors who had decided she was interested in working as a volunteer in The 
Hospital for Special Surgery entered on the Gibney Pavilion side of the hospital 
one day and asked to be directed to the Social Service Department. Having a poor 
sense of direction, she wandered out into the clinic and finally ended up at her 
destination. "My, what a nice place this is," she exclaimed to lIirs. Dervend. "I 
had to ask at least four people hov to get around here and every single one directed 
me with a smile. I certainly vould like to volunteer my services in such a friendly 
hospital". 


We all had a pleasent visit from Omdr. Carr on “ednesday, Jenuary 24th. 

He has been relieved of his duties on the U. 5. S. Bataan and is nov stationed at 
he U. S. S. Marine Corps Air Station, Santa Barbera, California. Flying Frank 
telling of his experiences, says, "Our Air Crew on the Bataan knocked down 60 jap 
planes, destroyed 34 on the ground ond sank two ships. They made over 6,000 land-= 
ings aboard ship.’ Part of my duties as Senior Flight Surgeon were to wetch all air 
operations from the bridge particularly landings so that if the pilot showed any 
signs of fatigue, he was immediately grounded. Our cases were mostly burns and 
fractures from crashings. Though there were many crashes, we never lost a pilot. 

I did all the bone surgery which was about 60% of all our cases. Our sick bey was 
air conditioned, and we had excellent equipment including a full set of Stader 
Splints. ‘le had opportunity to use Stader Splints quite frequently and can report 
excellent results with them", The U. S. & Bataan took part in the battles of 
Hollandie, Truk, Saipan, Guam, the first battle of the Philippines, and the Bonins. 


Feeling that the Record & Chronicle has been getting rather stuffy and 
needs some rejuvenation, we plan to rotate the editorship for a time, lLirs. Olive 
Fischer will edit the February 15th issue, Dr. Hansson the llarch lst issue, and 
Mrs, Glee Dervend the March 15th issue. 
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